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SHIFTING CULTI
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DOES SHIFTING CULTIVATION CAUSE WIND EROSION AND 4 _DECREASE IN THE
PRODUCTIVISTY OF LAND IN THE 3 CENTRAL RECIONS, MUDUG, GALGUDUD AND
HIRAAN 9

In some very small aress bad cultivation and c¢learing
practices have had an undesirable effsct on the land. Observations
sugzest however that in most cages ahifting cultivation has not cavsed
significant wind erosion. In fact in some cases it has improved the
country, With good management, it ie poseible to cultivate many areas
without harming the country., However great care must be taken of this
arid Somali land or it can bhe damaged permanently.
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evar e ecultiveted,

These are areas with very sandy soils and fow trees, shrubs
or small plantis 4o preteet the soll surface from the wink,: whieh
oeusss most of the eromsion. The teps of the sand duneg, ridges or
hille are also very exposed to the wind, @ o should never bo
sultivated. | ,

2.1 | Fhua when- onl'iivatm harvest their orops, or allow eniwals te
y&zs these fields, thsy must ensure encugh plant material im loft -mm,h
the sau %o protect i‘ba Leaving this plant material in fieléds widl
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alsc Mhiat to_improve-the structucs and the Lortility of the moil.-

- , Oultiva.wrs in Central Somalis usmuy grerwct th@ir erops, ,
from mms with thorn fences. These should be used all the yaar to
provent the fields from being overgrazed.

_2.2 %hen pasturg or orops ere harvested by hard for animal fedder,
the plents should net be pulled out by roots or eut very close 1o
tha ground,
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3. The shape, orientation and structure of the cultivated fields and
their thorn fences can be planned to minimise the possible of erosion.

3.1 The thornbush fences around the cultivated fields should be used
as much as possible, as windbreasks, or structures to slow down the
wind in the cultivated fields. By slowing dowm the wind, the possibili-
ty of wind erosion is greatly reduced. Generally the higher and the
thicker the windbreal, the more effective it is.

In the building of a windbreak fence, plants such as Gommiphp
ora should be planted where possible, so¢ the cutting down of trees and
shrubs in minimised. ALl natural vegetation near the windbresk fence
should be protected and left growing. Naturally in the rangeland,
shrubs and other plants act as windbreaks, so cultivators should
cut down gs few of these possible, Larger trees should be left in the
fields. Instead of culting down and killing trees for thorn fences,
firewood or building, only a few branches zhould be cut off so the

trees will recover and continuve +e ET'0W,
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3.2 The cultivated fields should be built se they are no more then
50 steps ( 50 meters ) wide in a north/south direction, as shown in
the disgrem. If the fields are any wider, the thorn fences will not.
provzda sufficient protection from fhe winde The fields may be auich
jonger in an east/west direction than they are wide.
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v 4a;¢gisturbénce of the soil surface should be minimised.
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By natural processes, soil particles are normally bound
together and the soil surface can resist erosion,

401 Livestock and game should be Xept off the cultivated fislds as
‘mmch as possible as their hooves break up end powder the surface layer,
‘thus exposing it and meking it susceptible to ercsiocn,

4,2 Similarly, culiivators should disturd the soil surface as litile
as possidle when planting, weeding, and harvesting the fislds. -~
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DEFINITION OF TER¥S.

* Shifting cultivation® 3 in the Central Regions of Somalis
this term refers to the practice of rainfed { not irrigated ) ferming,
in which a field is farmed for & certain number of seasons, { usually
2-7 years ) then is abandoned and another area is cleared for

cultivation,



